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WINTER  VEGETABLE  PROSPECTS  0!T  THE  ^^ICAII  WEST  COAST 

The  tomato  acreage  on  the  Mexican  West  Coast  for  1931-32  will  "be 
somewhat  reduced  in  comparison  with  that  of  the  last  two  seasons,  the 
green  pea  acreage  will  be  only  slightly  below  that  of  last  year  hut  about 
50  per  cent  lower  than  in  1929-30,  while  the  green  pepper  acreage  will  be 
slightly  below  that  of  1930-31  but  dou.ble  that  'of  1929-30,  according  to 
epjrly  indications  reported  by  the  American  Consulate  at  I'a.zatla!i ,  Sinaloa. 
Plantings  of  vegetables  are  reported  to  be  considerablj?-  behind  the  usual 
seasonal  schedule.     The  following  estim.ates  are  based  upon  the  m.ost  author 
itative  information  available  but  are,  of  course,  subject  to  considerable 
modification  by  weather  or  market  developments  as  the  season  progresses. 

WINTER  VEGETABLES:     Estimated  area  for' 1931-32, 
  with  com:Darisons        " '   


State  and  River  Valleys 


1929-30 

•  1930-31 

■  1931-32 

Acres 

:    ■  Acres 

:  Acres 

bOO 

:  oOO 

:  btjo 

1,000 

:  1,200 

:             800  . 

500 

:  2,000 

:  1,100 

15,000 

:  16,000 

:  15,000 

7,000 

:  5,000 

:  5,000 

4,000 

:        2 , 600 

1,500 

1.000 

1,400 

1,000 

30.100 

30,000 

25,000 

100 

500  : 

400 

17,000 

8,000 

7,  .500. 

6,000 

2 , 700  : 

2,100 

200  : 

200  : 

100 

200 

200  : 

600 

1,000  : 

400  : 

200 

24.500  : 

12.000  : 

10,900 

100  : 

300  ,: 

50 

500    •  : 

1,600    .  : 

1,500 

600  : 

900  : 

1,000 

1,200  : 

2 , 800 

2,5.50 

TOMATOES 

State  of  Sonora: 

Sonora  

Yaqui  

ITayo  

State  of  Sinaloa: 

Puerte  

Sinaloa  

Culiacan  to  I'azatlan  : 

^%zatlan  South  

Total  

GRSS^T  PEAS 

State  of  Sonora: 

Sonora  

Yaqui  

>%yo  

State  of  Sinaloa: 

Puerte  

Sinaloa  

Other  rivers  

Total  

GRES^T  PEPPERS 
State  of  Sonora: 

Yaqui  

State  of  Sinaloa: 

Fuerte  

Other  rivers  

Ttotal  
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Exports  digrin^  ],950-31 

Exports  of  winter  vegetalDlos  from  the  entire  Me^olcan  "Jest  Coast  last 
season  (the  first  unc^  er  the  higher  AjriericaJi  tariff)  were  2,275  cars  smaller 
than  in  1929-30.     Closer  grading  and  thp  consequent  elimination  of  sm.all 
sized  and  inferior  DacVs,  .and  daiaage.  from  imsaasonal  rains  during  the  early 
winter  months  are  given  as  the  principa].  reasons  for  this  reduction.  The 
grading  for  the  193L--32  season  is  -expected' to:  he  Very  rigid.-  'The  higher 
American  tariff  has  increased  the  speculative  risks  of  tomato  and,  other  vege- 
table growing  and  is-  forcing  shippers-, to  he  verr--- careful  as  to  grade  and 
pad-.  :    .  ■    ,  .  . 

OTTSH  VEG-ETAPLSS:     EiCports  f rpm  is'exi can :  "lest  Coast.- 
  ■  '         1929-.3Q  and  1930-31      .    .  -  '  '   

product  1923-30  '    ;  1930-31 

:,  Cars.  ,  .    Cars  ■ 

Tomatoes  :  .  5^,579  :  .     ■  4,192 

Peas   :  1,998  r  1,33S 

Peppers  :     ,  ^.  .  .  S34-  •  '        :       "   .    '  '  '  169 

Melons  :               ■    ,.  75  .  :  .  .  -    .  . 

String  heans  j/' '   '  ' '  ■  _  ■  ■            ^  34  , 

Other  vegetables. . .  .■;    242  '      :   232 

Total   6,228 :  5,953 


■  /•  ;      :  ■  ■  

Winter  vegetable  progpects  in  t'-^e -Vazatlan .  Consular- District 

Details  as  to  the  winter  vegetable  prospects  in  the  important  produc- 
ing areas  of  the  f^azatlan  Co.nsular  _Dis trici; »  .which  .includes  .  the -Fuerte  and 
Sinaloa  River  Valleys  "and  thie  numeroiis  smaller  riyer  .valleys  to  -the  south  of 
these,  ha,ve  .^ust  been  'received  fjrom.^.thc  iuT.erica.n  .Y^ce  Consul,  I'r,  E.  W, 
Eaton,  at  J-'a,?,atian ,  Sinaloa.'    The  winter  vegetable.  i,n.dus.trv  of  'the  Fexican 
West  Coast  m.ay  be  divided  into  two.  'di.stricts,  the;  St.a.te  .of.  .Sinaloa,  containing 
the  Sinaloa,  Eubrto  and  ofl'er  river' Valley  s ,  which  grow  tomatoes,  green 
peppers  and  other  vegetables  (covered  in  this  report),  and  the  State  of 
Sonora  to  the  north,  containing  the  Yaqui  .  and  i/ayo.  River. 'Valleys, .  which  spec- 
ialize m-ostly  on  green  peas,  since  the  clim.ate  in  t"his  more.iaorthorly  section 
is  unfavorable  to  the  growth  of  m-ost-of  the  other. vegetables, -due- to- the  dan- 
ger of  lirTht  frosts  from  November  to  the  middle  of  -January;  '  ' 


Plantings  of  winter  vegetables  in  the  .Mazatlnn  .Consular -District  for 
the  1931-32  season  are  considerably  behind  .the.  .s.che.duLe  .o-f  -o-thcr  seasons. 

This  m.ay. be  attributed  to  two.  factors;     The,  .first  .is.  .tha,t  •praot-ioally  all  

the  m.oney  .m.ad.c  on  tom.atoos  last  season  was- made  on  the  late  crop-  second, 
and  of  equ.,al  im.portance,  is  the  fact  th^xt  the  growers  are  experiencing  dif- 
ficult.y  in  obtaining  financial  bacMng  fo r-y,egr table,  .growir-g-. ■■  Shippers-  are 
refusing  to  finance  the  growers,  and  som.e  ^f  f^em.  have  gone '■into  the  produc- 
ing end  of  the  business,  '  •  ,  .  .  .  
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Ihe  rainfall  during  the  rainy  season,  -vhich  ended  atout  Octoloer  1, 
^7as  averafc,  puttin.^  plenty  of  moisture  in  tlio  /around,  and  water  in  the 
rivers  for  irrigation  purposes.    Dry  and  favora.'olc  conditions  have  prevailed 
since  that  time.'    'The  tomato  seed  hods  were -somewhat  later  in  the  m.aMng, 
however,  due  to  the  fact  thpt  the  rains  continued  up  to  Octohcr  1.  This 
m.ade  it  very  difficult,  and  at  times  imporsihle  to  prepare  and  plant  seed 
hods.    Directly  aft,:r  the  seed  heds  were  planted  the  weather  was  too  warm 
for  a  good  stand  of  plants,  or  for  good  growing  conditions,  hut  during  the 
last  three  weelcs  of  Octoher  the  plants  have  ta'-en  hold  and  are  now  com.ing 
along  very  well.     The  planting  of  peas  was  not  expected  to  oe  completed  he- 
fore  Decemher  1,  and  the  tomato  plants  will  not  all  he  in  the  groujid  until 
the  last  of  Dccemhcr,  consequently  estimiates  of  a  rcliahle  natm-e  relative 
to  acrearcs  and  pro  h\ction  are  i;T.ponsihie  as  j'^ct .    However,   the  acreage  de- 
voted to  green  pe]7pers  can  he  reliahly  estim.ated  as  m.ost  of  the  peupers  were 
plajited  during  the  m.onth  of  Scptemher. 

'Tomato  crop  prospects 

Taerte  River  Valley 

The  Fuerte  Hiver  Valley  in  the  State  of  Sinaloa  is  the  largest  in- 
dividual producer  of  tom.atoes  and  green  peppers  on  the  ^.^exican  Test  Coast, 
ajid  the  estim.a,tes  for  this  section  as  of  ITovemhnr  1,  1931,  indicate  that 
the  acreage  planted  to  tom.a.toes  this  season  will  prohahl"  he  ahout  15,000 
acres,  or  a  little  less  than  that  for  last  season  when  the  tomato  area  was 
cstim.ated  at  16,000  acres.   

The  shipping  of  tomatoes  this  season  will  he  much  later  than  in  prev- 
ious seasons.     Several  tom.'ato  growers  have  indicated  that  their  plantings 
will  he  m.ade  so  as  to  pl.-«ce  their  first'  shipm.ents  on  the  m.ar';ct  during  the 
latter  part  of  Jan^iary,  or  earl'"-  in  Jehraary.'  'However,'  som.e  shipm.ents  will 
he  made  ahout  t'-^e  first  of  January,  1952,'  anc''  it  is  prohahle  that  a  few  car- 
loads will  he  m.oved  in  DGceraher.  •  ' 

Tom.r.to  planting  in  the  Faerte  Valley  extends  from,  the  to-s7n  of  Tuerte 
practically  to  the  seacoast,   this  valley  heing  the  largest  individual  area 
for  tom.a.toes  and  green  peppers  on  the  Mexican  'Jest  Coast.     The  ITu.ertc  River 
is  the  largest  river  in  the  two  States  of  Sonora  and  Sinaloa,  and  due  to 
the  flow  of  the  stream.,  and  the  micthxjds  of  ohtaining  the  water,  there  is 
always  am^ple  water  for  irrigating  the  vegetahle  crop  in  this  :Tistrict.  Sev- 
eral of  the  host  equipped  pacliing  h^ouses  on  the  ifest  t^oast  are  located  on 
the  Kansas  City,  Mexico  paid  Orient  Railwav  which  extends  from.  Topoloham.po 
on  the  coast,  63  miles  from.  !?uertc,  to  San  Bias,   Sinaloa,  -^herc  it  connects 
with  the  Sud-Pacifico  de  Mexico.- 

T.vo  of  the  leading  tom.ato  shippers  who  form.'-rly  financed  the  growers 
have  discontinued  this  practice  this  season  and  are  now  .-^ro^ing  tomiatoes 
them.selves.    As  the  now  Am.e rican '  tariff  increased  the  duties  on  vcgetahles, 
the  Am.erican  m:ar]::et  exacts  a  higher  quality.     This  fact  V.as  resulted  in 
stricter  grading,  and  t1-e.  clim.ination  of  the  sm.aller  sized  pachs,  so  the 
pacls;rs  helieve  that  hy  ^-cing  into  the  growing  end  of  the  business  they  will 
he  ahle  to  produce  a  hcttcr  qiialit^^  product  than  the  average  gro^rer. 


Sinaloa  Kivrr  Vnlle-'^;     Tlio  SiXialon  Hlvor  IpIIc^^  is  the  socoM 
ost bindivid\ial  area  :^"or  tcnato  production  on  •t>>'^  ^'exicnn  lost  Coast,  and 
T7il-1  have  approximate! 5,000  a,cros  in  tomatoes  this  season,  in  comparison 
with  6,000-  acres  last  season.     TMs  section  is  also  Imo-m  as  the  Bamoa  Dis- 
trict, and  includes  shiprr.ents  mndc  from  the  stations  ox  ITaran.jo,  Vordura, 
Samoa  and  G-unmuchil.     'Th.e  ori^rinnl  estimate  ox"  torriato  acreaso  '^ov  this  sec- 
tion ha.s  he  en  considerahl:/  reduced  in  recont  ^^ce'^s.     It  no^7  appears  douct- 
ful  if  there  will  he  any  movcroent  of  tomatoes  from  the  Sinaloa  River  Valley 
prior  to  the  first  weeh  in  Jan^iary,  •Tliile  heretofore  shipments  he^an  from 
this  vallo"^  in  Decemher. 

?rom  Cu-liacaji  soiith;  ■   All  toe  small  river  vnllevs  in  t^^-is  sections 
have  small  a.creai'es  planted  to  vcgetahles,  principally  tomatoes,  which  are 
usually  somcwh_a.t  earlier  than  those  of  the  Faerte  and  Sinaloa  River  Vcallcys. 
However,  as  the  totr>l  acroa'^e  devoted,  to  the  cultivation  of  vcgctahl cs  is 
small,  and  the  area  scatt ••^red,  practically  all  the  growers  ship  their  own 
crops,  and  consequentlv  none  of  them  can  expect  financial  assistmce  from 
the  shippers.    Du.e  to  economic  conditions  a  ntim.her  of  growers  in  this  region 
have  heen  unahle  to  finance  themselves  this  season.    As  a  result  the  acreage 
there  has  been  reduced  considerahly. 

The  latest  estimates  of  the  acreage  planted  to  tomatoes  for  1929-30, 
1930-31  and  1931-32  in  the  !Tazatlan  Consular  District  arc  given  helow.  . 


Tbmatoes 


Distric  t 

•  Estimated 
:  1929-50 

:  Estimated 
•  1930-31 

:  Estimated 
.  1931-32 

:  Acrus 

Acres 

Acres 

15,000 

15,000 

Sinaloa  River  Valley  

5,000  : 

5,000 

4,000  : 

2,500 

25,000  : 

22,-00 

G-reen  pea  prospects 

The  pea  growers  are  finding  it  harder  each  year  to  secure  financial 
hacldng.     It  ha,s  heen  the  practice  of  pea  shippers  on  the  w'est  coast  to  fur- 
nish seed  to  the  growers,  and  to  finance  them  in  growing  and  harvesting  their 
crops,  hut  due  to  the  tariff  increase  of  two  cents  per  pound,  and  to  the  gen- 
eral economic  conditions  in  the  United  States,  the  shippers  liave  practically 
abandoned  the  practice  of  financing  growers.  ■ 

?uerte  River  Valley;     Ihe  vegetables  produced  in  the  Faertc  River  Val- 
ley are  mainly  tom.atoes  and  green  peppers,  with  only  a  few  peas.     The  acreage 
in  pea.s  for  the  last  two  seasons  has  been  approximately  200  acres  each  season, 
but  it  will  probablj'-  bo  reduced  to  1^0  acres  this  year. 

Sinaloa.  River  Valle-'-;    The  principal  pca  growing  section  of  this  dis- 
trict lies  within  the  Sinaloa  River  Valle",  around  the  station  of  Verdura, 
where  it  is  estimated  there  will  be  600  acres  planted  to  peas  this  3'-ear  in 
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comparison  with  200  acres  for  the  19?0-3l  season,  an  increase  of  300  per 
cent  in  the  acrear^rc  of  this  district. 

Other  areps;     In  addition  to  t^-c  phove  sections,  it  has  teen  esti- 
tnted  there  v/ill  he  200  acres  devoted  to  green  peas  in  vprious  small  patches 
scattered  down  the  coast  as  far  as  MazatlFm.^    lith  the  exception  of  the  area 
surrounding  Verdura,  practically  all  the  green  pea  acreage  is  in  sm.all  tra.cts, 
and  the  "bulk  of  the  production  will  "be  shipped  in  mixed  cars. 

Ariproximately  95  per  cent  of  the  green  peas  planted  on  the  -r'est  coast 
is  planted  in  the  Yaqui  and  Mayo  River  Valleys  in  the  State  of  Sonora  (which 
areas  are  not  covered  in  this  report)  ,  lea.ving  little  more  than  5  per  cent  of 
the  acreage^  in-  the  S-tate  of-  Sinaloa. 


Peas 


■n-   4,   •   4.                          :  Es|:im.ated  , 
District                               .  '  „^  r,^ 

:    19  29-30 

'  Estimated 
.  1930-51 

•  Estim.ated 
.  1931-32 

:  Acros 

Acres 

Acres 

200 
200 

400  : 

100 

600 
200 

800  : 

900 

Prospects  for  green  pep"ocrg. 

The  present  outlook  for  the  pepper  crop  in  the  Mozatlan  Consular  Dis- 
trict shows  that  the  acreage  for  this  season  will  he  aho-Jt  the  sam.e  as  that 
for  last  ;;:^ar,  ajid  as  most  of  the  crop  has  already  'been  planted,  the  esti- 
m.ates  subm.itted  on  this  crop  may  he  ta':en  as  fairly  accurate.     The  green  pep- 
per growers  have  been  realizing  a  nice  profit  for  the  last  two  or  three  years, 
with  the  result  that  the  acreage  for  last  season  was  m.ore  than  douhle  that  of 
the  previous  season. 

This  crop  is  a  favorite  with  the  Chinese  vegetable  growers,  who  were 
preparing  to  plant  a  considcrahle  increase  in  acreage  of  green  -oeppers  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  state,  hut  due  to  tl-^e  anti-Chinese  cam.paign  during  August 
and  Septemhcr,  they  were  com.pelled  to  abandon  their  lands  ahout  the  time  they 
were  ready  to  plant.    Had  it  not  heen  for  this  fact  it  is  very  prohahle  that 
the  acreage  devotoci  to  this  vegetable  woul'l  have  been  considerably  increased 
over  last  year' s  . 

jTaerte  River  Valleyt     As  is  the  case  with  tom.atocs,  the  Fuerte  Yalley 
is  the  hea.viest  producing  section  of  the  vest  coast  for  green  peppers.  The 
area  devoted  to  green  poppers  in  this  valley  this  season  am.ounts  to  approxi- 
mately 1,500  acres.    It  is  reported  that  the  plants  arc  in  good  condition, 
and  unless  som.cthing  unforeseen  happens,  such  as  unfavorable  veathor  condi- 
tions, or  insect  pests,  a  good  yield  m.ay  be  expected  in  the  3\3erte  River  Val- 
ley. 


I 
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Other  areas;     'iherp.are.  other  plr-ntln^-s  of  green  peppers  on  the  ■ 
Sinaloa  p.nd  Culiacan  Rivers,  and  as  far  south' as' the  northern  part  of  Fay- 
arit,  amounting  in  the  a^egrc^ate  to  appro icimatelAr  1,000  acres,  planted  in 
small  tracts  of  from  10  to  40  a.crcs  .     The  f  a6t '  that  the:  green  peppers  in 
the  latter  areas  are  planted  in  small  tracts  will  result  in  m.ost  of  the 
grocn  peppers,  with  the  exception  of  those  of  the  Facrte  Pdvcr  Vallej^-,  and 
a  few  in  the  Sinalo'a  Valley,,  bcin/::  shippecl  in  m-ixed  cars,  tOiS^ether  ■'"ith 
string  hcpjis,  cucum."bers,  e'^g  plant,  okra,  ''etc.- 


G-roen  pepners 


Districts 

:  E.stim.ated 
:  19-29-30 

:  Estim.a.ted 
:  1930-31 

:  Estimated 
r  1931-32 

:  Acres 

:  Acms 

:       Ac  res 

Fuertc  River  Valley  

500   

:  ,.  1,600 
:  9^0 

:.        1 , 500 
:  1.0^0 

:     .  ,2  ,500 

:  2,500 

Prospects  for  strin,/^- "beans 


I  t  has  "been  estimated  tha  t,  there  . '.Till  -  he.  from_- 400  ■  to  •  500  acres  planted 
to  string  heans  in  the  Va^atlan  Consular- District  ■  this  •  yc;ar-,  •  of  ■  vyhieh  the  sec- 
tion around  Acaponeta,  -^^ayarit,  will  have  approximately  200  acre. s.^  .In  addi- 
tion there  will  "be  from.  500  to  700  acres  of  other  vegetahles  grown  in  the  dis- 
trict, such  as  org  plant,  cucumhers,   oltra,  etc. 


